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Tile :  The Dynamic of the Adaptation of the Traditional Kathin Ceremony
Researcher :  Songsiri Wichiranon
Year : 2010

Abstract

The dynamic of the adaptation of the traditional Kathin Ceremony is aimed to 1) study
the arrangement of Kathin Ceremony at present, as well as the existence of the said ceremony in
Buddhism, including the definition, the type, the importance and the role of this ceremony and 2)
to study the dynamic of the adaptation of the traditional Kathin Ceremony. It is a qualitative

research. The tools being used in collecting data are the interview forms and the observation.

The result of the study are as follows:-
1. The existence of the traditional Kathin Ceremony

Kathin is the Buddhism tradition for making merit which was appeared in the disciplines
of the Buddhist scriptures and was regarded as the most important scripture in Buddhism. It is,
therefore, accepted by the Buddhist and influenced their way of lives, particularly, it emphasizes
the occurrence of the Kathin which was held in the period that the Buddha was still alive creating
the holiness and reliance. The Kathin Ceremony was really essential for the practices of the Thai
Buddhist.
2. The definition, the type and the importance of Kathin

Kathin means to give the Kathin cloth to the Buddhist priests for the period of 1 month
from the first day of the eleventh waning moon until the fifteenth day of the twelveth waning
moon

As for the type of Kathin, the Kathin cloth is the cloth of which the Buddha allowed the
Buddhist priest to possess more than 3 of them. Therefore, the cloth for this ceremony is such a
special one which will be given during the fixing time.

As for the Kathin process, at present there are 3 types of Kathin, namely the Royal
Kathin or Phra Kathin Ton, Prakathin Luang, and Kathin Rat or named as Kathin Samakkee

As for the importance of Kathin, the Buddhist believe that those who make the Kathin

ceremony will have got more virtue than making other types of merit making.



T naianmsliudvesssndiviyyneangu”

3. The role of the traditional Kathin Ceremeony

This ceremony creates the unity in the community as it strengthens the relationship
between the temples and the villages, the Buddhist priest and the villagers. Any activities that
occured can strengthen the unity of the people as well as the harmony and the generousness
among the groups involved. These can connect the relationship of various groups starting from
the family, the relatives, neighbours, the community and the society.
4. The development of the Kathin tour

At present, the Kathin tours are initiated by bringing the faith of the Buddhist to add with
the merit having been made, but the main purpose is to make merit and the traveling is the
secondary one.
5. The dynamic of the Kathin Ceremony

It is discovered that changes in the Kathin Ceremony had occurred. What was clearly
found out is that the ceremony is more concise. The necessary objects of the Buddhist priest are
more variable. There are many types or ways of donation. The sacred objects have been given to
the Buddhist joining the ceremony. In addition, the program tours on the route of the Kathin

Ceremony are initiated.
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